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Painting of Dorrit 
inside observatory 
(Credit: K. Larsen)Vestal Street Observatory, Nantucket
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John 
Briggs
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•Certificate of Appreciation, U.S. War Department 
(1947)
•Graduate Society Medal, Radcliffe College (1964)
•Alumnae Recognition Award, Radcliffe College (1983)
•Honorary Doctorate, Smith College (1984)
•Asteroid Dorrit named in her honor (1987)
•George van Biesbroeck Award, University of Arizona 
(1988)
•Wedgwood Medallion of the Coat of Arms, Yale 
University (1992)
•Annenberg Foundation Award, American Astronomical 
Society (1993)
•Glover Award, Dickinson College, PA (1995)
•Maria Mitchell Women in Science Award, Nantucket 
Maria Mitchell Association (1997)
•Honorary Doctorate, Central Connecticut State 
University (1998)
•Inducted into the Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame 
(1998)
•One of four women to whom the 1999 State Register 
and Manual of Connecticut was dedicated (1999)
•William Tyler Olcott Distinguished Service Award, 
AAVSO (2002)

1998 Honorary 
Doctorate at CCSU
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AAVSO Council: 1943-1945, 1954-1958, 
1972-1974, 1977-1981, 1989-1993. 
2nd Vice President: 1958-1960
1st Vice President: 1960-1961 President: 
1961-1963
Past President: 1963-1965 

She also served on the editorial board of 
the Journal of the AAVSO for a number of 
years.

She also hosted a number of AAVSO 
meetings at the Maria Mitchell 
Observatory while Director there (1958, 
1966, 1969, 1972, 1977)

Credit: AAVSO
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 AAVSO

 Astronomical Society 
of New Haven

 Bond Astronomical 
Club at Harvard 
(President 1952)

 Open observing 
nights on Nantucket 
at the MMO

 Writing for popular-
level journals 
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“The booklet has one unfortunate 
disadvantage common to many scientific 
papers: It lacks literary style. The author 
refers to himself excessively as ‘the writer’ –
60 times in 50 randomly selected consecutive 
pages, sometimes as often as four times on a 
single page. The use of the simple ‘I’ would 
have decreased the size of the book by more 
than half a page!”
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“Would that I had been aware, when I first 
knew her, of some of the things C P-G has 
so candidly revealed in her 
autobiography…. Then I would have 
understood and sympathized with her 
frequent displays of tantrums and ill-
concealed jealousies. While well-nigh 
worshipping her superior intellect and 
evident accomplishments, I always felt in 
awe of her and somewhat terrified in her 
presence…. But how to account for jealousy 
toward one like myself, whose abilities and 
position were so far beneath hers? At last I 
think I understand.”
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“At the time that I knew her [Maury], she proved 
outstandingly generous in her appreciation of other 
astronomers, both in regard to scientific 
attainment and character. Hence I was surprised to 
note in the quotation from her letter to Pickering 
that she, too, had in her youth displayed jealousy 
and proprietorship in the important investigations 
she appeared all too reluctant to complete for 
publication. While petty discord seems inevitable in 
daily life, that it should also occur among the 
ablest and most successful scientists whose 
memories are revered, I find it hard to accept 
despite frequent examples.”
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“Vibrating Camera for Meteor Observations”

“Moon-Struck Iris” 

“Astronomer Scares Shark”

“Tardy Mercury Hurried”

“Stars with Umbrellas”

“Cooking Ylem”

“Whistling Meteors”
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“How big does the moon look to you? Are you 
surprised because it looks much larger near 
the horizon than when it is high in the sky? If 
so, you may have noticed that the illusion of 
super-size disappears when you view the 
horizon moon with your head upside down, 
for instance, when you look at the moon 
between your legs!”
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“Chlorine, known to housewives as an 
effective disinfectant and bleaching 
agent, has been discovered in the 
atmospheres of some stars. The 
bleaching process, however, is not 
very effective there. The stars… are 
among the reddest of all red variable 
stars.”
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It is a basic tenet of stellar 
astronomy  that those stars which 
burn hottest and brightest and 
draw the most attention to 
themselves also burn out the 
quickest, rapidly becoming nothing 
more than fading memories. 
Meanwhile, those unassuming stars 
which steadily shine in the 
background, content to diligently 
produce energy at a more modest 
pace, continue to influence the 
universe with their light and heat 
for many generations to come.

Such is the record of your long and 
amazingly productive career.

Credit: CCSU
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“Work for the 
work’s sake and it 
will become a part 
of you.”

Credit: Pamela Gay
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“It is rare that a 
human being can 
touch many lives 
and make the world 
a better place – as 
Dorrit Hoffleit has.”

-- Janet Mattei
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